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NPS Student cartoonist, Jeff Bacon 
Military cartoonists have had a special role in the armed forces and Jeff  Bacon, a 1991 
NPS alumnus with a master’s degree in meteorology and physical oceanography, has 
demonstrated its importance to the Navy for nearly three decades. Bacon has drawn 
BROADSIDE cartoons for Navy Times 
since 1986, when he was a lieutenant at 
the Fleet Numerical Meteorology and 
Oceanography Center in Monterey.  
Former Secretary of the Navy John 
Lehman wrote the foreword to Bacon’s first 
book, a compilation of his BROADSIDE 
cartoons. He said: “Life in the Navy, without 
a sense of humor, would be impossible. 
The very life and death seriousness, the 
ever present physical danger and the 
unforgiving environment of the sea, develop 
in sailors an appreciation of the humorous 
side of life and an appreciation of its 
ironies.” 
Before Bacon began his career with 
BROADSIDE, he contributed to an NPS 
weekly publication called  The Quarterdeck. 
Here is one of his early NPS cartoons. 
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